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1 Chisholm: “"Minor Prophets’ is the title given to the last twelve books of the English
Old Testament [ 19 32 284E (£##9) 1” (Robert B. Chisholm, Handbook on the Prophets
[Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2002), 335).
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BALOKE  ptEEEE - ELE FRE2ZNEA
& 7 BRE RS KRR T IRES < (TR A EET
ELERENEENE_FD  HE+-BES -

I1. MRIERARSCE » *EAREN 5 B=5k0
WA a2 (7n 5 Torah) ~ 2B H01E (o s

2 BENREHANEG - N[EEER]  [EL®R]  [FREBEI M EDE] R
IR ER ZHHA2E F AR BERBEAFTRIES (£ +LFA) (Bernhard W.
Anderson, Contours of Old Testament Theology [Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1999],
6) » Graffy #5 $§ & : "In the third century BC the Jewish community in Alexandria
in Egypt had set about producing a Greek translation of the Hebrew scriptures,
known subsequently as the ‘Septuagint’. They divided the books differently as the
law, the historical books, the prophetic books and the poetic books. This division led
to the common Christian way of considering the parts of the Old Testament: the
Pentateuch, the historical books, the prophets and the wisdom literature” (Adrian
Graffy, Alive and Active: The Old Testament Beyond 2000 [Dublin, Ireland: The Columbia
Press, 19991, 9-10).

Williamson 3§ : “In the tradition of the Greek Bible, the LXX, the books were arranged
according to a different principle, and this has affected the order adopted for
most English translations. Here, the historical books are grouped together, and a
chronological order is followed. Thus Ruth is placed between Judges and Samuel.
Chronicles follows Kings, and then come Ezra-Nehemiah and Esther” [H. G. M.
Williamson, Ezra, Nehemiah, WBC [Waco: Word Books, 1985], xxiil.

K. Ellinger and W. Rudolph, eds., Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (Stuttgart: Deutsche
Bibelgesellschaft, 1967/77), féif§ BHS °

FEIZHLA THER | RAPEAEY - B RAERRMIEE] - TR [#
5] (BDB, vol. 1, 404 : 2 (HE « (Al - ZHMEM : JBB/EAHK) (R
Xi@ - 2000] + H10-13) < B4 - RSP HREME XN RE MINIFEF % (Joseph
Blenkinsopp. The Pentateuch: An Introduction to the First Five Books of the Bible [New
York: Doubleday, 1992], 31 : Thomas Mann, The Book of the Torah: The Narrative
Integrity of the Pentateuch [Atlanta: John Knox, 1998], 7 : F. F. Bruce, The Canon of
Scripture [Downer’s Grove: IVP, 1988), 19, footnote 17 : Alec Motyer, The Story of the
0ld Testament [Grand Rapids: Baker, 2001], 9 : Bk f2 : (FIA®) - MBFER KR
TE(REWTEA) (Fi 0 hEWSBHALR - 2003] - H27 ¢ Gordon Wenham,
Exploring the Old Testament: A Guide to the Pentateuch [Downers Grove: IVP, 20031,
4 : John Goldingay, An Introduction to the Old Testament: Exploring Text, Approaches
and Issues (Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2015), 50; Allen Ross, Introducing Biblical
Hebrew [Grand Rapids: Baker, 2001], 256 : Dennis R. Bratcher, "Torah as Holiness:
0Old Testament ‘Law’ as Response to Divine Grace,” from http://www.cresourcei.org/
torahholiness.html : T. Desmond Alexander, “Genesis to Kings,” in New Dictionary
of Biblical Theology, ed. T. D. Alexander and Brian S. Rosner [LeicesterL IVP, 20001,
115 : Patrick D. Miler, "The Way of Torah,” in Israelite Religion and Biblical Theology
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[Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 20001, 498 : Tremper Longman, Ill, Reading the
Bible with Heart and Mind [Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1997], 100 : Daniel I. Block,
“Tell me the Old, Old Story: Preaching the Message of Old Testament Narrative,” in
Giving the Sense: Understanding and Using Old Testament Historical Texts, ed. David
M. Howard, Jr. and Michael A. Grisanti [Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2003], 410 : Hetty
Lalleman, Celebrating the Law? Rethinking Old Testament Ethics [Patternoster Press,
2004], xii : Craig G. Bartholomew and Michael W. Goheen, The Drama of Scripture:
Finding Our Place in the Biblical Story [Grand Rapids: Baker, 2004], 77 : Albert H.
Baylis, From Creation to the Cross: Understanding the First Half of the Bible [Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1996], 25)

Goldingay: "The title 'Wrmngs' (Hebrew '=:=n=") more literally means ‘written,” ...
are the written books ...” (Goldingy, An Introduction to the Old Testament, 270). 4
EREHHEA f&%) EEERMIEEEEY  URBERFELFAE s m

EB .

IERFr = AR B4 (Biblia Hebraica) FRERFABIRF « th R 53 16 5 i 31 54 B5 B
£% B #9)% FF (Rendtorff: “The Leningrad MS, which is the basis for Biblia Hebraica,
also contains this sequence, so that it has become usual in academic circles” [Rolf
Rendtorff, The Old Testament: An Introduction [Philadelphia: Fortress, 1986) 258);
“the present sequence became established in the printed editions: at the beginning
the group of the ‘three great writings™ [thus the Babylonian Talmud, Berakoth
57b). Psalms, Job and Proverbs; then the group of the five megillot ['scrolls’) and
finally Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah and Chronicles” [Rendtorff, The Old Testament: An
Introduction, 246]) - 1R% 5 — LR (4T - BE155C (Babylonian Talmud Baba Bathra
14b) MERE (—h A F HA) R MAE E KL (Rendtorff: "according to the
Babylonian Talmud [Baba Bathra 14b], the book of Ruth comes at the beginning
of the Writings ... In some medieval Jewish manuscripts Chronicles comes at the
beginning” [Rendtorff, The Old Testament: An Introduction, 245-46]) « G5 & 2 A F A
XE4E (Biblia Hebraica ) H)R F + BNEE £S5 FRARIRF - REAATI -
ERARXEE HEELEIMHMBELTRE 43 2RMNELARS S A
BERE -

ERERBLE - TR EAFITLRTR—EH - S2RMEFBE + ST HNRIE -
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10 EFBEXEE +PENEREBA—FXABMTRT_ELXR - URBA
[+=—2Z#&]-#EEAHMA  Rendtorff 5« [RMBESHBTR  BFETAII190 - Bkt
BAEMEMBHMASK —A® - B+ =2 & o Jesus Sirach (49:10) FiRREFE]
[Rolf Rendtorff, The Old Testament: An Introduction [Philadelphia: Fortress Press,
1986], 188); Chisholm: “In the Hebrew Bible ... they are known collectively as ‘the
Twelve'™ (Chisholm, Handbook on the Prophets, 335). ia B AGE|RZBEMZFF
5] 40 : Thomas: "From a variety of fronts, whether by historical, literary/thematic,
or canonical approaches, scholars have recognized that the Twelve indeed should
be read in some way coherently as a book™ [Heath Thomas, "Hearing the Minor
Prophets: The Book of the Twelve and God's Address,” in Hearing the Old Testament,
ed. Craig G. Bartholomew and David J. H. Beldman [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
2012], 359); R. E. Wolfe, "The Editing of the Twelve,” ZAW 53 [1935): 90-129; Paul R.
House, The Unity of the Twelve [JSOTSup, 97; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1990]; David L.
Petersen, The Prophetic Literature: An Introduction [Louisville: Westminster John
Knox Press, 2002], 169-214; Richard J. Coggins, "The Minor Prophets: One Book or
Twelve?", in Crossing the Boundaries, ed. S. E. Porter et al [Leiden: Brill, 19941, 57-
68; James D. Nogalski, Redactional Processes in the Book of the Twelve [BZAW, 218;
Berlin: de Gruyter, 1993]; idem, “The Redactional Shaping of Nahum 1 for the Book
of the Twelve,” in Among the Prophets, ed. Philip R. Davies and David J. A. Clines
[Sheffield Academic Press, 1993, 193; Edgar W. Conrad, “The End of Prophecy and
the Appearance of Angels/Messengers in the Book of the Twelve,” Journal for the
Study of the Old Testament 73 [1997]: 65-79; John H. Sailhamer, NIV Compact Bible
Commentary [Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994], 414-436; Elmer Dyck, "Jonah among
the Prophets: A Study in Canonical Context,” Journal of the Evangelical Theological
Society 33 [1990]: 67; J. Gordon McConville, A Guide to the Prophets, Exploring the
0Old Testament [Downers Grove: IVP, 2002], 133].

11 Hamilton: “In our modern versions of the Old Testament the books of Ezra and
Nehemiah appear after the book of Second Chronicles ... and are followed by Esther.
But in the Hebrew Bible, Ezra and Nehemiah follow Daniel and precede Chronicles™
(Victor Hamilton, Handbook on the Historical Books [Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker
Academic, 2001], 503).
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2 Arnold and Bryan: "These hlstorscal books narrate the story of Israel’s history from
a religious viewpoint ... It writes history from a decidedly religious perspective. There
is no attempt at what we today might call objectivity in modern history writing” [Bill
T. Arnold and Bryan E. Beyer, Encountering the Old Testament [Grand Rapids: Baker,
1999], 160; :EREFZFRT X B MHEE  MHBE - (HWAEH) [ &/ @R
L4215 & - 2001]); Millard: “The books of the Old Testament ... were clearly written
to present and explain Israel's history from a particular point of view ... historians
recognize that preconceptions and bias of some sort exist in every writer's work™ (A. R.
Millard, "Story, History, and Theology,” in Faith, Tradition and History, ed. A. R. Millard,
J. K. Hoffmeier and D. W. Baker [Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1994], 51); Bullock: "It
Is questionable whether Old Testament writers studied the past in such an objective
way as we do in our modern Western world, or at least as we attempt to do. They
certainly reflected on the past, but not with the object of establishing the historical
validity of an event” (Bullock, "History and Theology: The Tale of Two Histories,” in
Giving the Sense: Understanding and Using Old Testament Historical Texts, ed. David
M. Howard, Jr. and Michael A. Grisanti [Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Academic &
Professional, 2003], 97); Steven W. Holloway: "1 and 2 Kings is theological history; it
does not attempt to offer an objective or dispassionate reportage of the ‘facts™ (Steven
W. Holloway. "Kings: Book 1-2," In Anchor Bible Dictionary. IV: 79).

3 Ryken: "Historical writing in the Bible does not tell only the facts of the matter,
however. It obviously puts the historical facts into an interpretive moral and spiritual
framework” (Leland Ryken, Words of Delight: A Literary Introduction to the Bible [Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1992], 12); Longman: "The historical writers of
the Bible not only chose what to include, they also interpreted the events” (Tremper
Longman, Reading the Bible with Heart and Mind [Colorado Springs, Colo.: NavPress,
1997], 103).

4 Gerhard von Rad : [E#H#) L2 - BPITRIKT RS T (bruta facta) : FMO s
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B. EELBIELE] P  EREENEHEAN 12
SR HFE 4% (mere recounting)
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ATHREREL MEEEENSEEN - REE

YRIEFIREMES | (Gerhard von Rad, “Artwort auf Conselmanns Fragen,”
EvT 24 [1964]) : Longman: “we do not have objective, neutral, unshaped reporting of
events in the Bible. Of course, such objectivity is impossible anyway; there is no such
thing as a brute fact ... An uninterpreted historical report is not even conceivable”
[Tremper Longman llI, “Storytellers and Poets in the Bible: Can Literary Artifice
Be True?” in Inerrancy and Hermeneutic, ed. Harvie M. Conn [Grand Rapids: Baker,
1988], 146); Kaiser: “If one insists on the rather limited modern definition of history
that prevailed in the nineteenth century—that is, history as ‘impartial, objective
reporting’ —then the answer is ‘no!” The Bible never claimed to have a disinterested
point of view" (Walter Kaiser, “'| WillRemember the Deeds of the Lord": The Meaning
of Narrative,” in Introduction to Biblical Interpretation: The Search for Meaning, ed.
Walter C. Kaiser Jr. and Moisés Silva [Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007], 137].

Bullock: “the biblical genre of history is different from the modern genre. In the
latter case, factuality is uppermost, at least uppermost in reporting the authenticity
of the event. ... In comparison, the biblical view of history is much more an intentional
blending of fact and interpretation” (C. Hassell Bullock, “History and Theology: The
Tale of Two Histories,” in Giving the Sense, 104-105); Edmond Jacob: “[Old Testament
history brings together ‘raw facts and their interpretation "([Edmond Jacob, Theology
of the 0ld Testament [London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1955], 184); Block: "Like virtually
all ancient Near Eastern historiography, Old Testament narratives are anything but
‘objective’ reports ... they always and intentionally reflect biases of the authors ...
they are always driven by theological agendas™(Daniel I. Block, “Tell Me the Old, Old
Story: Preaching the Message of Old Testament Narrative,” in Giving the Sense, 413);
Bratcher: “what we have in Scripture is not directly the historical event but someone
telling us about the historical event”(Dennis Bratcher, “Genesis Bible Study Lesson
One: Listening to the Text,” from http://www.crivoice.org/biblestudy. 4); Kaiser:
“The Bible includes an interpretation of the events and people it describes from a
divine perspective” (Walter C. Kaiser, "'I Will Remember the Deeds of the Lord’:
The Meaning of Narrative,” in Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., and Moise Silva, An introduction
to Biblical Hermeneutics: The Search for Meaning [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan,
2007], 137).

Bullock: “history as ‘what happened’ in the past ... was not the concern of the biblical
writers” (Bullock, “History and Theology: The Tale of Two Histories,” 97); Bratcher:
“The biblical text is not direct reporting of history, it's not just facts”(Bratcher,
“Genesis Bible Study Lesson One: Listening to the Text,” 5]; Provan: "To speak of
Israel’s past certainly appears to be one aspect of the overall purpose of many of
our biblical narrative texts; but it is not the only aspect” (lain W. Provan, “Ideologies,
Literary and Critical: Reflections on recent Writing on the History of Israel,” Journal
of Biblical Literature 114 [1995]: 596).

9 I
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7 Tremper Longman lll, Reading the Bible with Heart and Mind [Colorado Sprmgs
NavPress, 1997), 103; Provan: "We may deduce also from the text, for example, that
it has a didactic intention. It aims to teach its present readers about God and the
world through its portrayal of the past”(Provan, “ldeologies, Literary and Critical:
Reflections on recent Writing on the History of Israel,” 598, n. 55].

8 Longman: “The biblical authors recount the events to teach their contemporary
generations and future ones about God and about life” [Longman, Reading the Bible
with Heart and Mind, 105, 106); Howard: "in the historical narratives ... We are more
than entertained; we are taught™ (David Howard, An Introduction to the Old Testament
Historical Books [Chicago: Moody Press , 1993], 48).

9 Howard: "we must remember that even the most historically oriented portions of
the Bible, such as 1-2 Samuel or 1-2 Kings, are not written as history for history’s
sake. ... The Bible's ultimate intent in every literary genre, including the historical
texts, is to change people’s lives and point to God” (Howard, An Introduction to the
Old Testament Historical Books, 48).

10 Longman: “these books do not simply inform. They are sermons that illustrate
principles of godly living” [Longman Ill, Reading the Bible with Heart and Mind, 104).

11 Longman: “the biblical books of history are long sermons in story form™ (Longman,
Reading the Bible with Heart and Mind, 105, 106).

12 Motyer: "The history recorded in the Bible is history with a message” (J. Alex
Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah: An Introduction and Commentary [Downers Grove:
IVP, 1993], 21); B4IE8 & Nelson FEIELE [ERE | B [ET ML | (Nelson: “the
historical books are best understood as kerygmatic history, that is ‘preached history™
[Richard Nelson, The Historical Books [Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1998), 29]) =

13 Nelson: "As present-day readers of the historical books, we find ourselves
addressed by them and challenged by their assertions about God and God's
relationship to humanity. We cannot simply read them as ‘mere history’. They
address us with claims that we must either accept, modify, or reject, but cannot
ignore” (Nelson, The Historical Books, 27).
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14 Sailhamer: "The viewpoint of the book turns away from the current events of the

Conquest and onto the future generations of God's people. Though the book ends
on the high note of Israel's success under Joshua and God's faithfulness to his
promises [Jos 23:14; 21:44-45), a cloud can be seen forming on the distant horizon—
one that portends of the disastrous events during the time of the Judges which
ultimately lead to the exile of Israel from the land, the Babylonian captivity (2 Ki 25).
These words of warning about darker days ahead can be heard in the otherwise
optimistic speeches of Joshua at the close of the book™ (Sailhamer, NIV Compact
Bible Commentary, 199).

Howard: “the comments make the clear point that things would be better under a
king” (Howard, An Introduction to the Old Testament Historical Books, 121).
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[T. D Alexander, “Genesis to Kings,” in New Dictionary of Biblical Theology, ed. T. D.
Alexander and Brian S. Rosner [Leicester: IVP/Downers Grove:IVP, 2000], 118)
Vawter fifi : [BLLETREHMITE  MBNELOEENELRE  iBiBE
BLRFBTHED  IRIEFIRENFROOE - RIEAEE - BREERI AN
2 - | (Bruce Vawter, Introduction to the Prophetical Books [Collegeville, Minnesota:
The Liturgical Press, 1965], 3)

Brueggemann: "The general canonical grouping, ‘Former Prophets,” serves
notice that this literature is not to be regarded as ‘historical’ in the sense that it
simply narrates ‘what happened.” The word "Prophet’ indicates that this literature
expresses a peculiar view of the ongoing historical process, one which is open to
and shaped by the rule of God through the [(usually verbal) interventions of God's
authorized speakers” (Walter Brueggemann, “Samuel: Book of 1-2," section on
Narrative and Theology, in Anchor Bible Dictionary. V: 966).

Sternberg: "Biblical narrative emerges as a complex ... discourse. Functionally
speaking, it is regulated by a set of three principles: ideological, historiographic, and
aesthethic” [Meir Sternberg , The Poetics of Biblical Narrative: Ideological Literature
and the Drama of Reading [Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1985], 41); Alter:
“a complete interfusion of literary art with theological, moral, or historiographical
vision, the fullest perception of the latter dependent on the fullest grasp of the
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former™ (Robert Alter, The Art of Biblical Narrative [Basic Books, 1981], 19; cf. 179);
Waltke: “all biblical narrators aim to write history and theology through aesthetic
literature™ (Bruce Waltke, "Lecture Notes on the Book of Ruth,” Regent College, 30};
Ryken: “The Bible is more than a work of literature, but it is not less. It combines
three impulses in a way that partly accounts for its uniqueness. These three
impulses are theological, historical, and literary” [Leland Ryken, “Word of Delight':
The Bible as Literature,” Bibliotheca Sacra 147 [1990]: 9); Howard, An Introduction
to the Old Testament Historical Books, 44-49; Dennis Bratcher, "The Three Triads of
Biblical Interpretation,” from http://www.crivoice.org.; Long: “all false dichotomies
such as 'the Bible is theology not history” or ‘the Bible is literature not history” must
be avoided. The Bible evinces an interest in all three™ (V. Philip Long, "History and
the Genre(s) of the Bible: Is the Bible a History Book?" in The Art of Biblical History
[Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1994], 57).

Howard: "A primary characteristic of historical narrative is its historical nature”
(Howard, An Introduction to the Old Testament Historical Books, 45).

Chisholm: “Old Testament ... historical accounts, which evangelicals presuppose
are true, have a literary dimension™ [Robert Chisholm, Jr., “History or Story? The
Literary Dimension in Narrative Texts,” in Giving the Sense, 73); Waltke: “[Historical
book] is literature because it communicates doctrine in an artful way; it is
ideological art. The narrator uses words not as a stick but as a web. He teaches by
telling stories” (Bruce Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary [Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
2001], 31); ibid: “The biblical historical books are both history and literature [i.e.,
having a point of view, ordering of time, characterization, and organization]” [Bruce
Waltke, Lecture Notes on Old Testament Theology, Regent College, 32]; Longman:
“To ask whether the Bible is literature or history is to set up a false dichotomy. The
Bible is both” [Longman, “Storytellers and Poets in the Bible,” 149]); Organ: "The
aesthetics of history writing was an important component” (Barbara E. Organ, Is the
Bible Fact or Fiction?: An Introduction to Biblical Historiography [New York: Paulist
Press , 2004], 8).

Arnold and Beyer: “Besides their historical worth, these books are also important
for what they teach theologically. They describe Israel’s history, but they are
more than history or a record of mere historical facts. They are God's word today
for all Christian believers™ [Bill T. Arnold and Bryan E. Beyer. Arnold and Beyer,
Encountering the Old Testament [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Academic, 2014), 158);
Younger: “The Old Testament historical books are not just there to teach us what
happened in the past ... The Old Testament narratives have a didactic intention to
stimulate godly living through the stories of God's interaction with His people in the
past” (K. Lawson Younger, Jr., Judges/Ruth [Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002], 45);
Clements: “we are faced with a kind of narrative theology, rather than with history-
writing in the true sense ... All too often the inherited modes of critical investigation
that we have come to adopt have been those in which the questions of history
and historicity have been given priority and theological issues have been made
dependent upon this. We must insist that what we are faced with here are first and

13
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foremost ancient religious narratives which possess a distinctive historical form.
Because of this form, as well as for other reasons of a religious and apologetic
nature, these stories have a special historical character. Yet they also possess a
strongly theological quality which has dictated the way in which they have been
formulated and given a connected structure” (Ronald E. Clements, "History and
Theology in Biblical Narrative,” Horizons in Biblical Theology 4-5 [82-83]: 54-55].

26 Howard: "The narrative texts of the Old Testament are not just history-like, or
fiction; nor are they myths. They are true stories based on real history” (Howard,
An Introduction to the Old Testament Historical Books, 45); Ryken: “The impulse of
the storytellers in the Bible is to give a circumstantial and factual basis to their
stories™ (Ryken, Words of Delight, 36); ibid: “biblical storytellers are at pains to place
their stories in space-time history” (Ryken, Words of Delight, 36); Waltke: “Biblical
narrators normally do not write fiction” (Waltke, "Lecture Notes on Old Testament
Theology,” Regent College [Summer 2005], 33).

27 Longman: “there is ... a reductive trend on the part of evangelical scholarship, that
is, the tendency to reduce the text to history” (Longman, “Storytellers and Poets
in the Bible,” 147); Arnold and Bryan: "These historical books narrate the story
of Israel’s history from a religious viewpoint ... The Bible is more than a history
book. It writes history from a decidedly religious perspective” (Arnold and Beyer,
Encountering the Old Testarment, 160); Chisholm: “Old Testament narratives do not
simply inform the reader what happened” (Chisholm, Interpreting the Historical
Books, 26); Longman: “these books are not textbook history but prophetic or
theological history. Though grounded in real space and time, their purpose isn't
simply to give a list of important events of the past” (Tremper Longman IIl, Reading
the Bible with Heart and Mind [Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1997], 101).

28 Howard: "The OT's historical books came together in many and various ways, and
they stand ready for our serious scrutiny—our serious reading—as history and
literature of the utmost importance. They stand ready to be read, ultimately, as life-

giving and sacred Scriptures” (Howard, An Introduction to the Old Testament Historical
Books, 24).
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29 Younger: "The Old Testament historical books are not just there to teach us what
happened in the past ... The Old Testament narratives have a didactic intention to
stimulate godly living through the stories of God's interaction with His people in the
past” [K. Lawson Younger, Judges and Ruth, The NIV Application Commentary [Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan , 2002], 45)
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Longman: "Genres are classes of texts grouped accordmg to SImlldl’lIlO" n

structure, content, mood, or setting” (Tremper Longman, “Literary Approaches and

Interpretation,” in A Guide to New International Dictionary of Old Testarment Theology

and Exegesis, ed. Willem A. VanGemeren [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1999],

114).

2 Longman, “Literary Approaches and Interpretation,” in New International Dictionary
of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis, 114; ibid: "Perhaps nothing influences our
interpretation of a text more than what we conclude about its genre or literary type”
[Tremper Longman, Job, Baker Commentary on the Old Testament [Grand Rapids:
Baker Academic, 2012], 29).

3 Osborne: “[Genre recognition] is an indispensable prerequisite for comprehending

the sensus literalis of a text” (Grant Osborne, "Genre Criticism-Sensus Literalis,”

Trinity Journal 4 [1983]: 5).

4 Blomberg: "To recognize what for a longer work of literature would be called its

o

‘genre’ is necessary for valid interpretation” (Craig L. Blomberg, The Historical
Reliability of the Gospels [Nottingham: Apollos; Downers Grove, Ill.: IVP Academic,
20071, 22).
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Hays: "It is important for us interpreters to be aware of the genre that we are
studying because we cannot approach all types of biblical literature in the same way”
(J. Daniel Hays, The Message of the Prophets: A Survey of the Prophetic and Apocalyptic
Books of the 0ld Testament [Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2010), 46).

E. Ray Clendenen, "Textlinguistics and Prophecy in the Book of the Twelve,” Journal
of the Evangelical Theological Society 46 (2003): 387.

Long: “the Bible comprises a library of various genres, and that interpretation must
never lose sight of this fact”™ [V. Philips Long, "History and the Genre(s) of the Bible:
Is the Bible a History Book?" chapter in The Art of Biblical History [Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1994], 56).

Wenham: “[Thel issue of genre is important for it gives a clue to the author’s
understanding of his work and how he hoped his readers would understand it
(Gordon Wenham, A Guide to the Pentateuch, Exploring the Old Testament [Downers
Grove: IVP, 2003], 2).

Bramer: “Genre ... alerts the interpreter to what he or she might expect as to the
type of material and thus to the purpose and message of that material” (Stephen
J. Bramer, "The Literary Genre of the Book of Amos,” Bibliotheca Sacra 156 [1999]:
48-49).
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10 Bo-Kroster Ljungberg, "Genre and Form Criticism 1n Old Testament Exegesis,” in
Biblical Hebrew and Discourse Linguistics, ed. R. D. Bergen (Dallas: SIL, 1994), 421.

11 House: "genre studies help illuminate the text's purpose and method of presentation”
[Paul House, 1, 2 Kings: An Exegetical and Theological Exposition of Holy Scripture.
The New American Commentary [Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995], 54-55).

12 Tremper Longman lll, Literary Approaches to Biblical Interpretation (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1987), 83.

13 House: "A first step in interpreting any piece of literature is to determine what
genre, or type of writing, it may be” [House, 1, 2 Kings, 54); Longman: "no reading of
the book can proceed without making a genre identification” (Tremper Longman I1,
How to Read Genesis [Downers Grove: IVP/Bletchley: Paternoster Press, 2005], 23)

14 Longman: "By prompting a reading strategy and ruling out false expectations and
standards of judgment of a text, genre classification represents an entrée to the
meaning of the text” (Longman, Literary Approaches to Biblical Interpretation, 83).

15 Ryken: "As readers, we need to approach passages in the Bible with the right
expectations. Our awareness of genre programs our encounter with a biblical
text, telling us what to look for and how to interpret what we see” (Ryken, Words of
Delight, 16).

16 Organ: "The definition of genre, or type, of writing is crucial ... To confuse the genre
is to confuse the purpose of a text and ultimately to miss its meaning” (Barbara
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E. Organ, Is the Bible Fact or Fiction?: An Introduction to Biblical Historiography
[New York: Paulist Press, 2004], 6); Longman: "To misunderstand a genre is to
misconstrue its message and meaning” [Longman, How to Read Genesis, 59).
Chisholm: “The historical books are often classified as narrative literature because
they give an account of Israel’s history in story-like fashion” [Robert B. Chisholm,
Jr., Interpreting the Historical Books: An Exegetical Handbook [Grand Rapids, Ml:
Kregel Publications, 2006], 25).

Merrill: "The history of the Old Testament is overwhelmingly narrative in
expression” [Eugene Merrill, "Old Testament History: A Theological Perspective,”
in A Guide to Old Testament Theology and Exegesis: The Introductory Articles from the
New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis, ed. Willem A.
VanGemeren [Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 19971, 68).

Howard: “Historical books are printed as prose narratives ... Historical narrative is
a type of literature written in prose” (Howard, An Introduction to the Old Testament
Historical Books, 24-25).

Ryken: “Historical writing often moves in the direction of literary narrative” (Ryken,
Words of Delight, 16).
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Howard: “the overall structure found in the historical books reveals their intent
to be historical narratives” ([Howard, An Introduction to the Old Testament Historical
Books, 25).

22 Chisholm: “Evangelicals affirm that Old Testament narratives, including the stories,
are historically accurate, yet they also recognize that narratives, especially the
stories, have a literary dimension. Old Testament narratives do not simply inform
the reader what happened. The literature has an aesthetic, literary dimension that
contributes to its overall theological purpose” [Chisholm, Interpreting the Historical
Books, 26).

23 Halpern: "Historical narrative, the form in which history is presented, employs
literary tropes; it is often highly stylized (as are the annals of the Assyrian kings,
which by and large are fairly reliable]” (B. Halpern, "Biblical or Israelite History?”
The Future of Biblical Studies: The Hebrew Scriptures, ed. R. E. Friedman and H. G. M.
Williamson [Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1987], 111).

24 Ryken: "The main literary genres in the Bible are narrative or story, poetry,

proverbs, and visionary writing (including both prophecy and apocalypse]” (Ryken,

Words of Delight, 16).
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Sailhamer: “There are many kinds of literature in the Bible. However, nearly all
the books of the Bible can be grouped into two basic styles: historical narrative
and poetry” [John H. Sailhamer, First and Second Chronicles, Everyman’s Bible
Commentary [Chicago: Moody, 1983], 9); Longman: "... the Bible is mostly story and
poetry” [Longman, “Storytellers and Poets in the Bible,” 147; Waltke: "40% of Bible
is narrative” (Bruce Waltke, "How to Teach and Preach Narrative,” Ming Dao Bible
Lecture [22 May, 2006]).

Chisholm: “The story’s literary dimension is often the means whereby the raw facts
of history are given a theological dimension” [Chisholm, Interpreting the Historical
Books, 26).

Arnold and Beyer: “Besides their historical worth, these books are also important
for what they teach theologically. They describe Israel’s history, but they are more
than history or a record of mere historical facts. They are God's word today for all
Christian believers” [Arnold and Beyer, Encountering the Old Testament, 158).
Younger: “The Old Testament historical books are not just there to teach us what
happened in the past ... The Old Testament narratives have a didactic intention to
stimulate godly living through the stories of God’s interaction with His people in the
past” [Younger, Judges/Ruth, 45).

21 I
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