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IX

Editor's Foreword

This issue of the Journal features eight scholarly articles and one book
review, encompassing biblical interpretation, patristic theology, ethical
thought, cross-cultural mission, and indigenous church practice. Together,
they demonstrate the breadth and depth of contemporary theological
inquiry. The articles range from a theological-legal reflection on Levitical
land laws, to a reinterpretation of Acts that frames early Christians as a sect
within Judaism; from Paul Ricoeur's hermeneutical theory applied to the
spiritual reading of parables, to a spatial-theological reading of Augustine's
The Confessions and The City of God, and a Chalcedonian Christology
that integrates ethical universality and specificity. Additional contributions
include studies on mission in the Middle East, hymn translation strategies
in Chinese Christianity, and a reconstruction of gospel remnants in southern
Xinjiang. These works embody a dynamic dialogue between theology and
social, cultural, and historical contexts, offering rich resources for Christian
witness and public engagement today.

Lawrence Ming-him Ko's article, "Naboth's Death and the Inheritance
of His Land," examines 1 Kings 21 through legal, theological, and
anthropological lenses to explain why Naboth was stoned and how King
Ahab inherited his vineyard. It argues that Naboth's refusal to sell his
ancestral land was rooted in the Levitical land theology of Leviticus 25,
which sees land as God's gift, not private property. Jezebel manipulated
Deuteronomic legal procedures to falsely accuse Naboth of blasphemy—
an offense punishable by stoning—thus creating a public justification for
execution. The author proposes a dual reading of the charge "You blessed
God and the king" as both a euphemism for blasphemy and a forged
covenant breach. This dual charge legitimized Naboth's death and framed
his land as cursed and abandoned, allowing Ahab, the king and highest
social authority, to inherit it. The article's unique contribution lies in this
both-and interpretation of the legal charge and its integration of biblical law
and Near Eastern legal anthropology.



Kai-hsuan Chang's article, "Constructing a Story of a Sect: The
Sectarian Interpretation of Scripture in the Narrative of Acts," argues that
the éxkAnoia (church) in Acts is best understood not as a replacement of
Israel but as a Jewish sect within Second Temple Judaism. Its distinctive
feature lies in its prophetic, Spirit-inspired interpretation of scripture, which
situates the group within the ongoing prophetic tradition of Israel. The
inclusion of Gentiles is not portrayed as supersessionist, but as confirmation
of the éxxhnoia's identity as the faithful remnant of Israel. The paper's
unique contribution is its multi-disciplinary framing—combining scriptural
exegesis, sectarian identity formation, and Second Temple prophetic
models—to reposition Acts as a narrative of intra-Jewish development
rather than early Christian separation.

Scott Ying-lam Yip's article, "Seeing the Kingdom of God Through
Jesus' Parables: A Ricoeurian Analysis of Metaphor and Limit Experience,"
explores how believers perceive the Kingdom of God through Jesus' parables,
drawing on Paul Ricoeur's theory of metaphor and /imit experience. It
argues that parables are not mere moral lessons but poetic discourses that
generate semantic innovation and existential transformation. By combining
metaphorical tension, narrative form, and extravagant plot elements,
parables disrupt readers' default worldview and invite them to reconfigure
their identity and reality. The study critiques traditional allegorical and
literal readings, instead proposing that parables offer limit expressions—
symbolic invitations to encounter divine truth beyond propositional
language. As readers experience disorientation and reorientation, they may
undergo a limit experience through which the Kingdom is revealed. Thus,
the parables become theological events wherein God speaks anew, shaping
believers' narrative identity and offering glimpses of the divine through
imaginative engagement. The paper contributes a narrative-theological
framework that bridges literary, existential, and spiritual dimensions of
scriptural interpretation.

Edward W. Lo's article, "A Spatial Analysis of The Confessions and
The City of God: On the Spirituality of Individual Man and Mankind in
Totality in Cities," explores Augustine's The Confessions and The City of
God through spatial analysis, tracing his theological shift from individual
to collective spirituality. The Confessions is read as a symbolic journey



XI

from "places of motion" to "places of rest," marking Augustine's inner
transformation. The City of God extends this metaphor to humanity,
contrasting the prideful "City of Man" with the God-oriented "City of God."
The paper argues that both personal and communal spiritual growth form
the foundation for building a "Spiritual City" on earth—an idea that offers a
theological lens for modern urban planning.

Andrew T.W. Hung and Kwok-keung Fung's article, "Hermeneutical
Natural Law Theory," revisits Thomas Aquinas' Natural Law Theory and
critically examines its contemporary relevance amidst theological and
philosophical challenges, especially Protestant critiques and the is—ought
problem raised by Hume. The author reviews two modern responses—
revival of teleological ethics and the New Natural Law Theory—
highlighting their strengths yet noting limitations in deductive reasoning and
moral grounding. In response, the paper proposes a Hermeneutical Natural
Law Theory, emphasizing interpretative inference over logical deduction.
This approach integrates biblical theology, modern science, moral intuition,
and cultural traditions to provide the best explanation of human nature and
moral norms. It avoids the naturalistic fallacy while allowing continuous
refinement of moral understanding. By embracing the dynamic interplay
between knowledge and being, this theory offers a flexible, dialogical
framework suited for cross-cultural engagement and Christian public
theology, thus revitalizing natural law ethics with interpretive depth and
interdisciplinary openness.

Kwok-kei Kan's article, "The Missional Implications of Civil Religion
and Ethnic Identity: The Middle East as an Example," explores how civil
religion and ethnic/national identity influence Christian mission in the
Middle East. It argues that in this region, religion is deeply intertwined
with national identity, shaping what the author calls a form of civil religion.
This sociopolitical construct creates both obstacles and opportunities for
evangelism. Using Turkey, Iran, and Egypt as case studies, the article
illustrates how diverse political-religious dynamics lead to different
expressions of civil religion, impacting how individuals receive or reject the
gospel. The article highlights the importance of understanding the socio-
political environment, respecting national loyalty, and contextualizing the
message to reduce perceived foreign influence. Missionaries are urged to
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collaborate with local believers and prepare for the reality of persecution.
By framing mission through a civil religion lens, this work offers valuable
insights into contextualized discipleship and evangelistic strategies in
politically sensitive and religiously charged regions.

Bu-xiao Ni's article, "Fidelity and Plurality: The Hymns Translation
Practices and Theological Intent of Wang Mingdao and Philip Teng,"
examines the hymn translation practices and theological intentions of
Wang Mingdao and Philip Teng within Chinese Christianity. Though both
emphasized the importance of hymn singing in worship and spiritual life,
their approaches diverged. Wang, rooted in fundamentalism, focused on
doctrinal fidelity, opposed choirs, and emphasized congregational singing
to sustain purity and piety. Teng, aligned with evangelicalism, embraced
pluralism, supported choir ministry, and integrated biblical texts with
hymns to deepen faith and social engagement. Using James Holmes'
translation theory, the article explores their strategies—Wang favored
mimetic and analogical forms to retain theological essence, while Teng
adopted more organic adaptations, emphasizing contextual relevance
and communal identity. Their efforts significantly influenced Chinese
Christian theology and liturgical practice, illustrating how translated
hymns function as a medium of theological education, identity formation,
and localized expression of faith.

Hiu-chun Cheng's article, "Letters from the Cultural Revolution:
The Story of the Gospel Remnants of the Swedish Missionary Society
in Southern Xinjiang," draws on Swedish archival sources to recount
the Swedish Missionary Society's work in Southern Xinjiang from 1892
to 1938. Despite immense challenges in Muslim-majority regions, the
Society engaged in effective evangelism through social services such as
education, healthcare, and orphan care, reaching over 500 believers. In
1938, political suppression under Sheng Shicai's pro-Soviet regime led to
their expulsion. Yet, the story didn't end. During the Cultural Revolution, a
surviving believer, Tornisa, sent a letter from Xinjiang to Sweden, revealing
remnants of faith still alive. The article explores the varied responses of
local Christians—martyrdom, persistence, concealment, or abandonment
of faith—and reflects on how hymns, communal memory, and testimonies
sustained spiritual resilience under oppression. This study not only recovers
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a neglected chapter of Chinese missionary history but also invites present-
day readers to consider the cost and strength of faith amid adversity.

Finally is the book review by Ka-ming Wong of Ulrik Nissen's
The Polity of Christ. Studies on Dietrich Bonhoeffer's Chalcedonian
Christology and Ethics, which is a significant study on Dietrich Bonhoeffer's
Chalcedonian Christology and ethics. Nissen explores how Christian
social ethics can embrace both universality and specificity through a
"differentiated unity." Drawing on Lutheran and Bonhoefferian thought,
Nissen reinterprets key ethical concepts—such as reality, secular, and
responsibility—within a Christological framework. The book introduces
a "third position" that affirms Christians' dual citizenship and public
responsibility without losing theological distinctiveness. The reviewer
praises the work for its theological depth and its valuable contribution to
ongoing discussions on the public relevance of Christian ethics in pluralistic
societies.

Bu-xiao Ni
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