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The power of preaching comes from God the Holy Spirit, not 
from the preacher. Many Bible verses express this truth:

Acts 1:8, “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”

1 Cor 2:3-5, “And I was with you in weakness and in fear and 
in much trembling. And my message and my preaching were not in 
persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power, that your faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the 
power of God.”

2 Cor 4:5-6, “For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as 
Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, 
who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the one who has shone 
in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that 
the surpassing greatness of the power may be of God and not from 
ourselves.”

MacArthur said, “No clear understanding of Scripture leading to 
powerful preaching is possible without the Spirit’s work of illumination” 
(MacArthur 1992, 102). He continued to emphasize this spiritual 
aspect of preaching, saying:  
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Powerful preaching is not manipulative preaching designed to 
play on the emotions. It is not shallow, devotionally oriented 
“sermonettes for Christianettes.” It is neither benign storytelling, 
sociological commentary on current events, nor pop psychology 
designed to make everyone feel good. Powerful preaching occurs 
only when a Spirit-illumined man of God expounds clearly and 
compellingly God’s Spirit-inspired revelation in Scripture to a 
Spirit-illumined congregation. (MacArthur 1992, 103)

The power of preaching can only be experienced when the Holy 
Spirit is present with both the preacher and the congregation. Both the 
preacher and the hearers must be Spirit-illumined. In other words, the 
presence of God is a necessary condition for powerful preaching. The 
presence of God is that which ultimately makes preaching effective.

Chapter four focuses on my experiences in the First Chinese 
Baptist Church of Los Angeles (FCBC), and especially on the 
experience of the power of preaching. My goal is to show how God 
kept FCBC from Satan’s attack, how God carried FCBC through the 
crisis of a shooting incident which occurred in the sanctuary of the 
church, and how God upheld his people by the power of his Word. This 
incident is reviewed under three headings:  the shooting incident, the 
shifting emotions, and the stabilizing factor.

The Shooting Incident  

In order to make things clear I need to share some of the history 
of FCBC as well as details of my relationship with FCBC. This 
church held her first worship service in March 1952, and is located in 
Los Angeles’ Chinatown. She is affiliated with the Southern Baptist 
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Convention. In the first decade, FCBC grew slowly. Rev. Thomas 
Lowe was the pastor most of these ten years. Timothy Lin was called 
to be the pastor in 1962 when Rev. Lowe left the Chinatown church 
and became the pastor of the Crenshaw Mission which was started 
in May 1959. (In the Southern Baptist Convention, a Mission is an 
extension of the church ministry at a different location that develops 
into a separate church.)  In 1967, FCBC started another Mission 
in Sacramento. Under the pastorship of Lin, FCBC continued its 
slow growth until the summer of 1971, when there was a revival. The 
church grew in both numbers and ministries. In December 1971, the 
worship service expanded to two sessions. In 1977, a third Mission was 
established by FCBC in Westminster, California. Murphy Lum, who 
had been a prominent leader of FCBC from her beginning, became 
the pastor of the Westminster Mission. In 1978, Gregory Owyang was 
called to be an Assistant Pastor of the mother church in Los Angeles. 
Owyang became the Pastor-in-charge of FCBC when Lin assumed the 
presidency of China Evangelical Seminary in Taiwan.

Now let’s look at my personal relationship with FCBC. I came 
to the United States from Hong Kong in 1977 to study at Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School. Lin and I came to know each other in 
1979 when he was a visiting instructor at TEDS. At that time FCBC 
was searching for another pastor who could speak Chinese because 
Owyang was an American-born Chinese who did not speak any 
Chinese. Knowing that I had no obligation to return to Hong Kong, 
Lin asked me to candidate for that position. I graduated on June 13, 
1980, and joined the pastoral staff of FCBC on June 16 of the same 
year.

FCBC continued to grow. In June 1981, the worship service 
expanded to three sessions with a total attendance of about fourteen 
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hundred. Every service lasted one and one-half hours, with the first 
service beginning at 8:00 a.m., the second at 9:45 a.m., and the third at 
11:30 a.m. This schedule continues to be followed.

The shooting incident occurred during the first worship service on 
June 30, 1985. Gregory Owyang, the pastor-in-charge, and Mr. Fook 
Kong Li, Senior Deacon, were shot to death by an inactive member 
who returned to church after a five-year absence. (For an eye-witness 
account of this incident, please see appendix 1.)

It is not my intention to analyze that incident in this project. My 
intention is to trace the journey which I have walked together with the 
congregation, to see how God has cared for us and has continued to 
enlarge the ministries of FCBC. In March 1992, FCBC celebrated her 
fortieth anniversary. We see that there has been a combination of things 
which God has used to preserve his church. First of all, I thank God for 
uniting the pastoral staff to provide guidance for the church. Secondly, 
I thank God for strong and faithful lay leadership with which he has 
blessed FCBC. Without the wisdom and support of these leaders, 
some of whom have been serving since the beginning of the church, 
FCBC would not be who she is right now. Thirdly, I thank God for 
the dedicated deacons, deacon candidates, church officers, and Sunday 
School teachers who have provided tremendous support for our people 
in every age group. I thank the Lord for all of them and I give glory 
and praise to him because he is the one who “gave some as apostles, 
and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and 
teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service to the 
building up of the body of Christ” (Eph 4:11012).

Since the emphasis of this project is on preaching, I will reflect 
on some of the sermons delivered right after the shooting incident and 
in the subsequent years. God has used all of the pastors in FCBC to 
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nourish the people. Many of the sermons preached before as well as 
after the shooting incident have helped our people cope with this crisis, 
but it is impossible to discuss all of them in this project. For the sake of 
expediency I have decided to mention only a few of these sermons, most 
of which I preached. I have chosen them because these sermons were 
particularly designed to help the congregation cope with the shooting 
incident. I have also included two messages given by Lin because he 
purposely preached these messages to provide answers concerning this 
tragedy.

It is difficult to measure the effectiveness of these sermons. It 
is almost impossible to find out which particular sermon has been 
most helpful and why. However I did conduct a survey to get general 
feedback from our people. Although I may never know how much my 
sermons have helped the people in FCBC, there are certain things I do 
know. I know that I have diligently prepared these messages. I know 
that the Holy Spirit has used these messages to help me personally 
before I preached them. These messages gripped my heart and I felt 
that they must be shared with the people I love. As a pastor, Paul 
expressed these words to the church in Ephesus, 

Therefore be on alert, remembering that night and day for a 
period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with 
tears. And now I commend you to God and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance 
among all those who are sanctif ied. (Acts 20:31-32)

After sharing what I believe to be God’s Spirit-inspired Word 
with my congregation, I simply commended them to God and to the 
Word of his grace.
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MacArthur clearly stated in the article “The Spirit of God and 
expository preaching”:

Through diligent Bible study, we unfold or unwrap God’s truth. 
We discover that meditation with a view to applying the truth 
deepens its impact. Discovery and meditation combined bring the 
brightest light of illumination to our hearts. We dare not neglect 
the illuminating work of the Spirit in our own lives as we study 
the Scriptures in preparation for our messages. And we must 
realize that our sermons will accomplish nothing apart from the 
Spirit’s work of illuminating our congregations. (MacArthur 
1992, 115)

The continued growth of FCBC is one evidence that the Holy 
Spirit has indeed enlightened and empowered our people to overcome 
the tragedy.

The Shifting Emotions  

I make it a habit to arrive at church at 7:30 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings. On June 30, 1985, I arrived at the usual time. FCBC then 
had three major buildings:  a worship center, education center, and 
children center. The offices of the pastoral staff are all located in the 
education center. Usually I go to the worship center by 7:45 a.m. to 
greet people who come for the 8 o’clock service. I stay there for half an 
hour and then return to the education center to teach Sunday School.

That morning, I met Pastor Owyang in our offices. We said “good 
morning” to each other and Pastor Owyang said to me, “Herman, 
please pray for me. I do not feel too well today.” I said yes to him but 
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little did I know that that would be our last conversation on earth. He 
was supposed to preach so he went to the choir room to get ready to 
go up to the pulpit, while I went to the front entrance of the worship 
center to greet the people. The worship service began and things went 
as usual. Deacon Fook Kong Li was the moderator of the service. I left 
the worship center at about 8:20 a.m. and began to teach my Sunday 
School class at 8:30 a.m. At about 8:45 a.m., a brother ran into my 
classroom and said that there was a shooting in the sanctuary (worship 
center). His face was as pale as paper, obviously he was very scared. 
Immediately I went to the worship center. As I walked the two-minute 
distance, I saw a few people running out. I saw some ladies holding 
their shoes in their hands as they ran. I heard someone say, “Don’t go 
in!” I heard another person say, “Fook Kong was shot.” It seemed like 
my mind stopped functioning, I did not know what to do. I felt like 
the story of Job was happening to our church. I kept walking. My heart 
wanted to go into the sanctuary. As soon as I walked inside, I saw Fook 
Kong lying in front of the pulpit and Pastor Owyang lying behind it. 
They had been shot several times. Some brothers and sisters were using 
their handkerchiefs to press on the gunshot wounds to try to stop the 
flowing blood. The police and the emergency team soon arrived and all 
the church people were ordered to leave. I was told that the assailant 
was killed by someone. Later I discovered that this “someone” was an 
off-duty deputy sheriff who was visiting our church for the first time. 
The assailant was already dead when the ambulance arrived. Both 
Pastor Owyang and Deacon Li were taken to the County Hospital 
to be treated. I knew that they had been wounded very seriously, yet I 
hoped that they would survive.

Obviously we were devastated by this event. We canceled all 
the regular services and told people to go home and wait for further 
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information. However some people chose to stay and they gathered 
together in the multi-purpose room of the education center. They 
prayed, cried, talked, or just waited.

Timothy Lin was in Taiwan where we called to inform him about 
what had happened. We also called to inform our Branch Churches. I 
felt a tremendous sense of helplessness. I did not know what needed to 
be done. I prayed for direction. At that time I was not even able to cry.

After the police and medical team arrived, I had a chance to meet 
briefly with Mrs. Irene Li (Deacon Fook Kong’s wife) and her children. 
(When the shooting broke out, Mrs. Li’s children were at the worship 
service. Mrs. Li was teaching Sunday School.)  We spent a few minutes 
together. I did not know what to say. Mrs. Li’s daughter, Hannah, wept. 
I remember clearly what Mrs. Li said to Hannah. With tears in her 
eyes, she was hugging Hannah and trying to comfort her. She said, 
“Daddy is all right. He is in God’s hand. Daddy would have been happy 
to know that he might die while serving God in the pulpit. We must 
trust in God. God’s way is the best way.” What Mrs. Li said encouraged 
me very much. I decided then that I must rely upon God to help me 
guide FCBC to face this tragedy.

A few hours later, the news came from the hospital that Deacon 
Fook Kong had died and Pastor Owyang was pronounced brain dead. I 
had to announce this to the two hundred people gathered in the multi-
purpose room. First I led them in singing the hymn, “Be still my soul,” 
because I felt that the message in the song would help our people. Next 
I read a passage from Phil 1:27-30:

Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ; so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I 
may hear of you that you are standing f irm in one spirit, with 

©2018 by Crisscross Garden Workshop/ 
Herman C. Tnag 

All Rights Reserved



Timely Dewdrops from the Pulpit70 •

one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; in no way 
alarmed by your opponents – which is a sign of destruction for 
them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God. For you it 
has been granted for Christ’s sake, experiencing the same conflict 
which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me.

I shared a short message with this group of people hoping to 
strengthen their faith. Then I broke the news to them regarding the 
deaths of Deacon Fook Kong Li and Pastor Owyang. (Pastor Owyang 
was officially pronounced dead the next day.)  All of us cried together. 
These two leaders were the strongest leaders in FCBC and we loved 
them so much. It was hard for us. Until that moment, many of these 
brothers and sisters were, just like I was, hoping that they would 
survive. We had hoped that things would return to “normal.” That 
hope was now gone. It seemed like part of ourselves had suddenly been 
ripped out. After we cried for some time, I continued to use Scripture 
to instruct the people. I said, “It saddens my heart to know that Pastor 
Owyang and Deacon Fook Kong have died and that they will remain 
absent from us. We will miss them. As the apostle Paul desires for the 
Philippians, Pastor Owyang and Deacon Fook Kong must desire that 
we “continue to stand firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together 
for the faith of the gospel.” I instructed the people to divide into groups 
and pray. I dismissed them to go home after the prayer time.

So much pain. So many tears. So many questions. The pastor-in-
charge was gone. The Senior Deacon was gone. What would happen to 
the church? Like the apostle Paul, we asked, “who is adequate for these 
things” (2 Cor 2:16)? Nobody! We could not depend on any human 
being to carry us through this terrible tragedy. Our only hope was 
God himself. God’s Word said, “And such confidence we have through 
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