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Preface by Wickeri

Philip L. Wickeri

Mr. Wu Yaozong (1893-1979)" was one of the most important Chi-
nese Christlan leaders of the mid-twentieth century. That he was controver-
sial goes without saying. From a historical point of view, this makes him all
hk:ek more intéresting as a subject of study. Whether he is seen as a prophet
, a betréyer of the faith, a hopeful presence or a tragic figure, Y. T. Wu was
nificant \)oice in Chinese Christianity for more than three decades.

5, known In English as Wu Yao-tsung or.more commonly Y. T. Wu. There are no re-
tudies of Y. T. Wu in Western languages, nor is there a full biography of Wu in any
The best study of Y. T. WU in English Is still Ng Lee-ming, “A Study of Y. T. Wu,”
7o 15, no.‘ﬁ (1972): 554, Also see Howard L. Boorman, ed., “Wu Yao-tsung,”
| Dlictionary of f?epub//can China, ol 3 (New York: Columbia University Press,
0: Gao Wangzhi, Y. T. Wu: A Chinese Chiistian “Leader Under Commu-

Bays. ed. Christianity In China: From the Eighteenth Century to the Fre-

ford University Press, 1996), 338-352; and in:German,Chen Chi-rong,

1eologie im sozialistischen China, 1920~1960 (Munster: Lit Verlag,
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Y. T. Wu was the leading spirit behind the Chinese Christian Three-self
Patriotic Movernent (TSPM) from its formative period in 1950 until his death
after the end of China’s Cultural Revolution era. From the 1930s onward, he
 allied himself with the United Front that ultimately brought the Chinese
Communist Party, and was the leading Christian voice urging Chinese Chris-

tians to involve themselves in movements for social change.

Born in Guangzhou (Canton) to a non-Christian family, Wu became a
Christian through his response to the “Sermon on the Mount” and was bap-
tized in Beijing in 1918, The account of his religious conversion is quite
moving, and he impressed both Chinese Christians and foreign missionaries.
He subsequently left his lucrative job in the customs service, and joined the
work of the YMCA. Y. T. Wu studied at New York’s Union Theological Semi-
nary and Columbia University, where he recelved an MA, in 1927, Upon his
return to China, he was active in the YMCA movement at home and interna-
tionally. He gradually abandoned the pacifism of the Fellowship of Recon-
diliation and became increasingly committed to more radical, progressive and

patriotic causes.

In 1947, he wrote “The Present Day Tragedy of Christianity in China,”
an essay which cost him his job at Tianteng <., then still controfled by
American missionary interests, Toward the end of that essay he observed,

The historic tragedy of Christianity is that, in its history of the past
hundred years; Christianity has unconsciously changed to become a
consetvative force. And now at the present stage, it has become a
reactionary force. Christianity feels warm and comfortable in the
present system, because its doctrines and its spirit have been brought
to birth by this system. So it clings to the special position and false
liberty that it has received from this system. Still, this is not enough
to call it a tragedy. The tragedy lies in the fact that the Capitalist na-
tions not only regard.as gospel their own plans for resisting the
course of history, but use their financial and military power to bolster
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the reactionary forces in other countries.”

The language is dated, but the thinking is incisive and the critique pro-
phetic. Even in these times of American decline, economic crises, and the
apparent triumph of neo-liberalism, Protestant Christianity continues to be
identified with Right Wing politics in many parts of the world. In his analysis
of Christianity in the late 1940s, and its identification with capitalism and
imperialism, Y. T. Wu foreshadowed the best of the Liberation theologies that

began to emerge in Latin America and elsewhere twenty years later.

Y. T. Wu was the principal author of the 1950 “Christian Manifesto”
which called on the Protestant churches to sever their links with imperialism.
In 1954, he became the Chairman of the TSPM Committee at the First Chi-
riese National Christian Conference, a position he held until his death. In the
mid-1950s he turned the attention of the TSPM toward building up the
church, During these years, he also held positions in the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference and local Shanghai consultative bodies. He
had become the most influential public voice of Christianity in the first dec-

ades of the People’s Republic of China.

By the late nineteen fifties or early sixties, however, Y. T. Wu no longer
 seemed to be setting the direction in which the TSPM was moving. His voice
and perhaps his position were not as commanding as they once were. He
as criticized by “Leftist” activists in Shanghai during the Cultural Revolution,
and little was heard from him in the last decade of his life. Like so many oth-
of his generation, he was changed and left behind in the course of the
ory of the cataclysmic Cultural Revolution, now known as the “ten years

heaval.

R e Yidujiao de shidai beiju BB S AR L AR [ The Present Day Tragedy of

In Chinal, Tianfeng Bl 116 (April-10, 1948): 1—4. Translation adapted from

nwin and Fraricis Price Jones, comp..: Documents of the Three-self Movement
ational Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, 1963), 5.
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Nevertheless, Y. T. Wu has left an important legacy for Protestant
Christianity in China. Through the power of his personality, his commitment
to Christian social involvement, and his speaking and writing, Y. T. Wu in-
spired the men and women who were to become the core leadership of the
TSPM for the next fifty years. He was criticized in many quarters for advo-
cating Christian participation in the social movements of the 1950s, and he
eared the undying opprobrium of conservative evangelical Christians be-
cause of his political and theological beliefs. In the TSPM today, he is revered
and beyond serious criticism.” It will take a new generation of Chinese Chris-
tian scholars to come to terms with what Y. T. Wu has meant historically for

church and society.

The June 2010 conference “Wu Yaozong and Chinese Christianity”
sponsored by the Centre for the Study of Refigion and Chinese Society of
Chung Chi College, the Chinese University of Hong Kong, was an important
occasion to discuss and reflect upon the life and work of Y, T. Wu. We are
indebted to Prof. Ying Fuk+sang and others who organized this important
gathering. Fifteen scholars from Hong Kong, Taiwan, mainland China and
North America attended the meeting. Discussions during the three-day con-
ference were lively and at times intense. The papers that appear here have
been revised on the basis of those exchanges. Fven a casual reading of this
volume will reveal that the life and thought of Y. T. Wu continues to be sub-
ject to very different interpretations, historically, theologically and politically.

3 The TSPM and China Christian Council (CCC) have recently published a collection of Wu's
wiitings: Wi Yaozong wenxuan SRE5R ST (Selected Writings of Wu Yaozong] (Shanghai:
Zhongguo Jidujiao lianghui chubanbu, 2010). it would be interesting to compare the essays
in this book with the original versions as they first appeared in print. In addition, several
memorial volumes for Y- T. Wu have been-published by the TSPM and the CCC in the last
thirty years as a biography by Shen Derong JEAE¥: W Yaozong xiaozhuan RIESIME[A
Short Biography of Wu Yaozong] (Shanghal: Zhongguo Jidujiao sanzi aiguo yundong wei-

yuanhui, 1989).
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Among the contributions to this volume, | would like to call particular
attention to the lengthy essay by his son Mr. Wu Tsung-su (Wu Zongsu)
whom | met at the conference, and who did much to make our gathering
possible. The title of this essay GEIEAR » MK BBE—RATAENR
> is difficult to render into English, “The Flower Sheds its Petals in Devo-
tion, but the Brook Babbles Heartlessly on: My Father as | Knew Him." It is a
poetic title for an essay that tells the story of a devoted and faithful Christian

leader, a historical figure whose life his son sees as tragic. This essay is also
a detailed portrait of a father by his son, very much more than a filial tribute. |
personally hope that it will find its way into English soon. There is no full
study of Y. T. Wu in any language.® We are, therefore, all the more indebted
to T.'S. Wu for providing this important interpretative account of Y. T. Wu's
fife based on his letters, journal entries and other sources. Scholars will have
different views of his analysis, but this essay provides a wealth of material

that is not avallable elsewhere.,

The legacy of Y. T. Wu will continue to be discussed and debated. All of
the essays in this volume will help us come to a more reasoned judgment of
his significance. What should not be forgotten is Y. T. Wu the person, a
thoughtful Christian and a man of prayer, a Chinese Christian who lived
ugh difficult times, one who made his share of mistakes, but also one
attempted things that not many of his generation, inside or outside the
rch, thought possible.

Hong Kong
September 2011

10 1.5 Wu (Wu Zongsu), his father kept a diary all of his life. Extracts from some
uded in his essay. However, Y. T, Wu's full diaries Were confiscated by the
nrient shortly after his death, and all attempts by the family: to recover.them
avall. Acchival materials on Y. T. WU's life after 1950 are for the most part

e researcher. This would make any full biographical study of the last thirty
xtremely difficult at the present time:
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