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 Preface to the First Edition

Is there such a thing as a Hong Kong theology? What have the 
churches in Hong Kong contributed to the world wide Christian faith? 
Not only was Hong Kong a borrowed place living in a borrowed time; 
theologies in Hong Kong are also borrowed from the West as we have 
not come up with any original formulation of the message. Is there 
any unique expression of the Christian faith we may share with our 
brothers and sisters in other parts of the world?

I bel ieve the story of Hong Kong Christ ian Industr ia l 
Committee can present itself as a Hong Kong theology. For the praxis 
of HKCIC as a partner in labour movement has helped Christians to 
discern the signs of the times with fruitful theological insights.

HKCIC sees itself as a part of the body of Christ carrying 
out the mission of God, or Missio Dei, in our situation. The work of 
HKCIC can be categorized as an outreach program of the church, 
bringing the good news to the people, the good news being social 
justice. We are providing our service to the least of our brothers and 
sisters, the underdog in our society. We are inspiring them to restore 
their dignity as God created creatures. We see humanization as an 
integral part of Missio Dei. Though we are small in number, limited 
in resources, our efforts have made a major impact among the people 
we serve. As Winston Churchchill had commended the fighter pilots 
of Royal Air Force in the Battle of Britain that ‘never in the field of 
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Is there such a thing 

as a Hong Kong 

theology?

human conflict was so much owed by 
so many to so few’, I personally have 
not seen any church unit in Hong 
Kong that has made a greater impact 
on the mass with such limited human 
and financial resources.

The Gospel is Not For Sale is no 
academic exercise of theologization. 
It is a theology of the people and for 
the people, especial ly the workers 
in Hong Kong. The theological insights do not come from libraries. 
It is not written by a professional theologian, i.e. someone who has a 
degree in theology or taught in seminaries. This is a story of a people’s 
movement constantly struggling with the social and political issues of 
the day. There are no blue prints or ready made patterns to follow. The 
praxis of faith and theological insights came from the staff of CIC and 
the workers. The articulation is done by Raymond Fung, an original 
who was very much involved with HKCIC till 1980 and in recent 
decade as the Chairperson and committee member. During his tenure 
as the director of HKCIC he had succeeded in discerning the sign of 
time. With his gift in articulation, he had made the story of HKCIC an 
inspiring one.

Joseph Kaung
Chairperson

Hong Kong Christian Industrial Committee
March 2005
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Preface to the Second Edition

To me personally it was a moving experience to revisit Raymond 
Fung’s book for this preface. It reflects on an important and exciting 
part of my life and that of my colleagues in the Hong Kong Christian 
Industrial Committee (CIC). Beyond that the book brings to life events 
in the history of Hong Kong in the 1970s and 1980s.

Yet the book is not mere history. It is a case study of Christian 
social involvement with explicit reference to the gospel. The Christian 
faith was not merely the source of motivation for committee and staff. 
The gospel was a guiding light for the direction of the work and for 
the decisions taken by the committee. At the same time it became the 
call for workers to follow Jesus Christ. It was the core around which 
workers gathered.

Raymond Fung himself is a good evangelist. He could present 
the gospel in ways that appealed to workers. I remember a session in 
one of the gospel camps. He used the geometric patterns of a circle and 
a triangle to let workers explore different ways of relationship between 
God and humankind. In addition, he has the gift of discerning the 
appropriate time for inviting a person to commit to the Christian faith.

George Todd, who was in charge of Urban Rural Mission in the 
World Council of Churches once remarked, “URM theology is story-
telling theology”. Raymond Fung is certainly a gifted storyteller. His 
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narrative brings to life situations and issues and the roles different 
people played in them. This makes for attractive reading.

What is special in the experience of the CIC is the integration 
of both ecumenical and evangelical concerns. The CIC was part of 
the URM movement which was initiated and supported by the World 
Council of Churches. URM played a very important role in Asia during 
the 1970s and 1980s. At the same time CIC staff were committed to 
share the good news with members of the working class. This aspect 
may be part of the lasting interest in the book. Even after 15 years it is 
still in demand. By integrating evangelism with social action the CIC 
seems to have touched on something with which many thoughtful 
Christians are grappling.

History does not stand still. URM as a movement has dissolved. 
But the challenge for the church to empower people at the grassroots 
through the Christian faith remains. In the process the gospel is not 
meant to alienate them from their class, but to help them understand 
their situation and engage together with non-Christians in the 
common struggle. May this book continue to serve as an inspiration to 
many and to deepen their commitment to God’s kingdom.

        
Hans Lutz

Chairperson
Hong Kong Christian Industrial Committee

November 2020
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By Way of Introduction ...

It was probably the first of its kind - a gospel camp for industrial 
workers in Hong Kong. The Christian Industrial Committee（CIC）
had been formed some four years ago. It had established quite a 
reputation in the mass media as a radical, a fighter for the underdog. 
Now it was ready to embark on something new - an organized attempt 
to present to workers the claims of Jesus Christ on their lives. The year 
was 1973.
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By way of introduction ...

Given the huge size of the working class population, most 
of whom recent migrants from China and untouched by organized 
Christianity, one might have in hope conjured up images of hundreds 
of thousands in attendance, eager to respond. On the contrary, the 
event was extremely modest. Only thirty two workers in their early 
twenties participated over a weekend, each having to ask for leave of 
their employer, forfeiting two days' pay and the month's no absence 
bonus. At the time, there was no statutory day off for the week and 
Hong Kong was too busy transforming itself from a quiet little 
entrepot into an industrial giant to worry about labour rights, which 
were practically non-existent.

The venue was Morrison Hall, a conference centre run by the 
Church of Christ in China, Hong Kong Council. Robert Morrison（馬
禮遜）, prominent China missionary of the early 19th century, would 
have approved a gospel camp for workers. He would have recognized 
the missionary nature of the effort - a largely middle class church 
seeking to reach across the class divide to a working class culture.

The staff of the Committee had been working very hard for 
the event. Hans Lutz（陸漢思）, a young Swiss missionary from Basel 
Mission had produced a list of some thirty six bible texts drawn from the 
four gospels, which together yielded a pretty full portrait of Jesus and his 
life with his followers. There were plenty of aids for use by small groups. 
It has proved to be a highly manageable yet reasonably adequate tool for 
evangelistic purposes. Raymond Fung（馮煒文）, head of the staff team, 
a local Baptist, had written a small book of apologetics, Letters to Chi 
Keung, where he set out his responses to questions frequently raised by 
working youth. The book had since been widely used in seminaries.

I have forgotten much about the gospel camp except for one 
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No, the gospel is 

not for sale. The 

gospel is not to be 

bought with money. 

The gospel is not 

to be bought with 

power. It cannot be 

bought by anyone.

By way of introduction ...

bit of memory. And this exact piece 
was also recalled by my colleagues 
after some thirty years. So it must be 
significant in some way. Before the 
camp broke up on Sunday evening, 
everyone gathered for evaluation. I 
recall vividly a young man standing 
up and told the staff, "You must not 
think that you have to sell the gospel 
to us.” Leung Po-lam（梁寶霖）spoke 
with humour and in carnest. The 
words have stayed with us since, and 
have now become the t it le of this 
book which tells the CIC story.

No,  t he  gospe l  i s  not  for 
sale. The gospel is not to be bought 
with money. The gospel is not to 
be bought with power. It cannot be 

bought by anyone. Neither can anyone possess it. Although there are 
always attempts to monopolize the gospel with money and power, 
and distort and manipulate it in order to support exploitation and 
justify injustice, the gospel remains not for sale. At the same time, the 
gospel is not a give-away nor is it something cheap. Although there are 
always attempts to market it like a perfume and have it distributed as a 
freebie, the gospel remains not for sale. Not because it is worthless, but 
because it is so very precious.

If the gospel is indeed not for sale, then the people who are to 
communicate the gospel cannot be sales persons. Sales persons can 
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By way of introduction ...

only trade in commercial products. The gospel can only be shared. 
Evangelists are people who share and the pre-requisite for sharing is 
listening and participating in the life of others, in their suffering and 
in their joy.

The gospel is not for sale. It is only to be shared. We cannot buy 
it. We cannot own it. In fact, we have since learned that it is we who 
are redeemed and it is our life which is to be owned. This book about 
the Christian Industrial Committee, to a large extent, testifies to this 
insight.

As author, let me hasten to state at the outset that this is not a 
historical narrative of the Christian Industrial Committee. I am not 
equipped for an academic task professionally or temperamentally. 
I have been too involved in its life to be able to even pretend to 
be objective. Eleven years as full-time staff（1968-1979), two in a 
supervisory capacity（1979-1980), and some ten years as a member of 
the CIC board（1994-2004）represent no casual ties. What you have in 
your hand is not a history, but a story or stories of a group of people, 
myself included, who attempted to be faithful in life and witness.

There are two parts to this book. The structure of Part One 
is largely chronological except for Chapters 1 and 5 which are case 
stories or discourses on a given theme. This permits much fuller 
treatment of the strategies and theological thinking of CIC. But I do 
not believe this device will seriously disrupt the flow of the story for 
the reader. I would suggest that readers simply start at the beginning 
and keep going. Part Two contains a number of papers I wrote during 
my tenure as CIC director and were written specifically to answer 
certain developments at the time. They have been slightly updated for 
publication.
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By way of introduction ...

The telling of the story was guided by a small group of advisors, 
namely, Lau Chin-shek（劉千石）, Hans Lutz and Joseph Kaung（江
大 惠 ）whose lives have also become part of the Christian Industrial 
Committee story, as well as Simon Kwan（關瑞文）, a theologian on 
the faculty of Divinity School of Chung Chi College, the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong and Yu Miu-wan（余妙雲）of the Industrial 
Evangelistic Fellowship. They suggested I tell the CIC story in 
the contexts of Christian mission and of the social and political 
movements in Hong Kong during the thirty-five years since 1968. I 
have followed their advice. But they are not to be burdened with the 
weight of the interpretations found here which are alone mine.

Readers will find much reference to theology and strategy in the 
narrative because this is a story about the practice of industrial mission 
as told by a practitioner. In the practice of mission, these two elements 
are of critical importance. I hope fellow and future practitioners would 
find this style of treatment useful. This hope also explains why I 
have tried to be honest and plain in the presentation of the Christian 
Industrial Committee's successes and failures.

The process of writing this book has turned out to be a process 
of remembering the many whose life has intersected with mine and to 
whom I am grateful. They are too many to be named here. There will 
be occasions for that, I believe and earnestly hope. But one person and 
one organization should be most appropriately named right away: Tong 
Wing-sze（湯泳詩）, who created the CIC archive which has made me 
become much more confident of what I remember of past events, and 
the CWM-Nethersole Fund which financed this book's publication. I 
am most grateful to both.

Raymond W.M. Fung  
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